
During the month of February, Kohl Children’s Museum hosted a pop-up 
Museum at Urban Edge, a 5,000 sq. ft. storefront gallery located in downtown 
Waukegan, IL. This pilot program, Kohl Children’s Museum in Waukegan, was 
free of charge to school and childcare groups during weekday hours and to 
families during evening and weekend hours. The pop-up Museum included 
hands-on STEAM activities for children ages three to eight years old and their 
families. Kohl Children’s Museum in Waukegan was open approximately 20 hours 
each week during the month of February, including 10 hours open to the public.

Kohl Children’s Museum’s popular traveling exhibit, Chagall for Children, 
occupied half of the Urban Edge space. Chagall for Children features 14 of 
Chagall’s works, each with an accompanying hands-on activity in a variety 
of media that encouraged the visitor to explore and work with specific art 
principles such as color, composition, light, and texture.

The other half of the space  focused on open-ended experimentation 
with science, design, and construction. Large wind tubes and a Bernoulli 
blower encouraged children to explore airflow, drag, symmetry, and gravity. 
Imagination Playground blocks and magnetic building blocks provided a 
wealth of collaborative learning opportunities.

Fun “Learn At Home” activities provided also encouraged families to continue 
the hands-on learning after they left the pop-up Museum experience.

• Creative art studio
• Air-Mazing exhibit
• Chagall for Children exhibit
• Imagination Playground building blocks

STATISTICS
2,460 people visited the Waukegan pop-up, including:

• 1,543 children
• 917 adults
• 45 school field trips

Visitors and school groups were primarily from Waukegan, Beach Park, Gurnee, 
and Zion Zip codes.
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FAMILY EVALUATIONS

What did you like best about your visit today?
“It gave me and my son a lot of one on one time exploring the 
museum. The atmosphere was very family oriented.”

“La variedad de actividades, muy bien!”

“My baby enjoyed today’s visit. All the staff was really nice. Thanks so 
much for this cute museum.”

“All of the interactive options. That it’s in our community! Thank you!”

What would have made your visit more enjoyable?

“Knowing that this would be extended – please extend!”

“Everything was enjoyable. No complaints.”

“Stay longer! Extend the museum to two months. Hoping you guys do 
this again soon, especially in the winter.”

“NA, everything was nice and enjoyable.”

TEACHER EVALUATIONS

“Students had fun. They didn’t want to leave.”

“Very hands on.”

“Great place!”

“Wonderfully thought out. Great opener to lesson on STEAM.”
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Waukegan pop-up museum: Fun in full force

By MICHELE LEIVAS - editorial@lakecountyjournal.com
Feb. 22, 2018

WAUKEGAN – It was hard to tell who was having more fun: the parents or the children. 

The Waukegan pop-up museum by Kohl Children’s Museum is entering its fourth and final

week, but the fun is still going strong as parents and children explored the four hands-on

exhibits Feb. 17. 

Fathers helped make elaborate forts out of giant blue foam building blocks at the

Imagination Playground. Mothers co-painted original works of art at the art station. And

children were fascinated by it all. 

“It’s so fulfilling to see the amazing happiness on everyone’s faces,” said Kohl Museum’s

Director of Marketing and Public Relations Dave Judy, who greeted every guest at the

door. 

Kohl launched the pilot program at the beginning of February in an effort to reach

families and communities that might not have easy access to their home site in Glenview,

roughly 45 minutes away from Waukegan and other northern Lake County

neighborhoods. 

Since it opened Feb. 3, families have loved the free entertainment the pop-up museum

offers, and several have returned for more than one day of fun. 

Waukegan resident Dan Anders watched his 3-year-old son Tom marvel at the Air-Mazing

air station. It is an intricate design of tubes transporting knotted balls of yarn through

loops and swirls before dropping them back to the floor for kids to pick up and start the

whole process again.

Anders said he had brought Tom to the pop-up during its opening weekend, but they

were back for more fun. 

“I think it’s great to have it here in Waukegan because there’s not a lot to do here for kids,

especially in winter,” he said.

Maren Davis, a Gurnee mother of two, sat at one of the art tables collecting masterpieces
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as fast as her children were completing them. 

“I think it’s a great way to let kids explore art and hands-on experiences,” she said. “There’s

a lot of different things to do and see.”

The pop-up museum consisted of several stations, including the Imagination Playground

and Air-Mazing Station – an exhibit, Judy said, that was designed specifically for the pop-

up museum. Children also could enjoy a puppet theater, arts and crafts station and

“Chagall for children,” a traveling exhibit the museum typically rents out for events. 

Jennifer Ohrvall from Great Lakes was visiting for the first time with her children, and she

said they were already planning on returning for a second time. 

“It’s awesome,” she said. “My daughter’s been to every station. My son actually just started

walking; he took his first steps here. It’s been great.”

All the exhibits at the Waukegan pop-up were specifically designed and selected to

incorporate the elements of S.T.E.M. learning – science, technology, engineering and

math, said Stephanie Bynum, Kohl’s vice president of programs. The art exhibit, she

added, was included as a tie-in to the city’s monthly ArtWaulk. 

Bynum said that when conversations first began with Waukegan city officials about the

pop-up, the idea was to design a smaller setup at City Hall. After Mayor Sam Cunningham

visited their Glenview location, however, he insisted they needed a larger facility. 

“He was playing there with the kids,” she said. “We had a hard time getting him off the

museum floor, he was having such a good time. That’s when he said we really need to

think about setting something up with Urban Edge. We need more space than what City

Hall could provide.”

Now entering its fourth and final week of the pilot program, the pop-up museum will be

open from noon to 4 p.m. Feb. 24 and 25.

Given the positive response they’ve received from both families and the community, Judy

said the museum hopes the pilot program will evolve into a permanent – and free –

traveling extension of the museum. 

“(This pop-up) so directly meets our mission to providing services and providing

opportunities for children to spark that love of learning right in their backyards,” Judy said.

“And provide tools and opportunities for parents to keep that flame going at home. That’s
really why we’re here.”
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